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T he wealth of peoples is not measured only by their economic growth index. The United Nations introduced the concept of human development in 1990. The new 
paradigm of human development is  made up of four basic elements: productivity, equity, 
sustainability and participation. Analysing these four aspects of development estab- 
lishes an IHD (Index of Human Development) which makes it possible to classify coun- 
tries under different criterio to those traditionally applied when wealth was measured 
exclusively in terms of GNP (Gross National Product). 
One of the most interesting forms of democratic participation is the sum of associations 
acting in significant areas of public life. The Catalan cultural area is remarkably rich 
in forms of associative life. Catalan NGOs have social prestige and are respected by 
the institutions and by the political parties. Catalonia has a regularly functioning 
Federation of NGOs for Development, a Volunteers Federation, a Federation of NGOs 
for Human Rights, a Federation of lnternationally Recognized Catalan Organisations 
(FOCIR), a Youth Council, a Catalan Union of Sports Federations and thousands of 
organisations devoted to culture, social services, leisure, education and peace. 
We have devoted our dossier to presenting the activities of the youth of Catalonia and 
their most dynamic associations. We think that in our nation, as in every country in the 
world, the greatest wealth is  the quality of the people, their capacity to generate uto- 
pias, their level of ethical responsibility, the decision to organise and to take part in 
the construction of freer and fairer futures. The examples we have selected illustrate the 
experiences of young people and of young people's associations that are aware of our 
country's problems in the context of global problems and who try to help shape society 
with clearsightedness and solidarity. Obviously there are other young people contami- 
nated by the nihilism which is also present in Western society, or young people who 
adapt uncritically to the individualistic and competitive spirit imposed by the dominant 
economic model. But peoples progress if they have individuals and groups with a ca- 
pacity for imagination, innovation and courage. In our dossier, we have wanted to in- 
form on the youth associations representative of the most outstanding ethical aware- 
ness in our society. 
